14                   'rhe   Treatment of Steel

the more slowly a piece is brought down to its temper, the
better and safer is the operation

When expensive tools, such as taps, rose cutters, etc., are
to be made, it is a wise precaution, and one easily taken, to
try small paces of the steel at different temperatures, so as
to find out how low a heat will give the necessary hardness.
The lowest heat is the best for any steel, the test costs
nothing, takes very little time, and very often saves consider-
able losses.

